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Lotteries...
West Virginia

Daily 3: 2-4-9
Daily 4: 2-3-6-6

Virginia
Pick 3: 9-9-9

Pick 4: 5-7-6-3

Sports...

Tuesday
January 10, 2017

Inside...

Mostly cloudy, with 
a high near 42 and 
a low around 41. A 
60 percent chance 
of rain showers.

Top 10 hoops
WVU to host top 
ranked Baylor  ..B-1

Classified . . . . . . . . B-7–8
Comics . . . . . . . . . . . . B-5
Crossword . . . . . . . . . B-5
Dear Abby . . . . . . . . . B-4
Horoscope . . . . . . . . . B-5
Heloise . . . . . . . . . . . . B-4
Obituaries . . . . . . . . . . A-3
Opinion . . . . . . . . . . . . A-4
Sports . . . . . . . . . . . B-1–3
Sudoku . . . . . . . . . . . . B-4
Weather . . . . . . . . . . . A-8

1. Southern Thunder
2. Chicory Square 
3. Dick Copeland Square
4. Overlook Concession
5. Second Chance for cats
6. Celebrate W.Va. Day

Market watch
Jan. 9, 2017

Dow Jones
industrials

-76.42
19,887.38

Nasdaq
composite

10.76
5,531.82

Standard & 
Poor’s 500 

-8.08
2,268.90

Russell 
2000

-9.79

1,357.49

NYSE diary
Advanced: 1,063

Declined: 1,926

Unchanged: 85

Volume: 3.1 b

Nasdaq diary
Advanced: 1,153

Declined: 1,662

Unchanged: 216

Volume: 1.8 b

AP

In today’s edition

See page B-2

Great local coupon savings

Russian roulette death

TAZEWELL, Va. — An 
unwanted game of Russian 
roulette led to the shooting 
which later took the life of 
a 16-year-old Bluefield, Va. 
juvenile and the filing of 
charges against the alleged 
shooter, the Tazewell 

County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney said Monday.

Commonwealth Attorney 
Michael Lee Dennis 
announced that Calvin 
Dawayne Powers, 28, a 
resident of Crescent View 
Apartments in Bluefield, 
Va., had been charged with 
one count of aggravated 
malicious wounding and 

one count of use of a fire-
arm in the commission of 
a felony in the shooting of 
Tyler Jordan Buchanan, 16, 
of Bluefield, Va. The inci-
dent occurred at the apart-
ment complex.

Evidence showed that on 
Jan. 5, Powers approached 
Buchanan and asked him 
to play a game of Russian 

roulette, Dennis said in 
a press release issued 
Monday. According to the 
investigators, Buchanan 
told Powers that he did not 
want to play the game with 
him. 

According to a state-
ment made by Powers, he 

By GREG JORDAN
Bluefield Daily Telegraph

Princeton 
hires former 

McDowell 
County 

deputies

PRINCETON — More officers 
joined the ranks of the Princeton 
Police Department Monday with 
the announcement that two for-
mer McDowell County deputies 
had been hired.

Chief J.W. Howell of the Princeton 
Police informed the Princeton City 
Council that the former deputies 
were joining the department. One, 
Aaron Green, had been laid off and 
a second, Anthony Epperson, had 
left the McDowell County Sheriff ’s 
Department on his own, Howell 
said. Epperson is scheduled to go 
on duty Wednesday.

Hiring experienced officers is a 
cost savings for the city, Howell 
said after the meeting.

By GREG JORDAN
Bluefield Daily Telegraph

Staff photo by Greg Jordan

Imagination at work...
Imagination and Legos blocks came together Monday at the Princeton Public Library 
during a Legos competition among CASE Head Start children. Rebecca Graham, 6, and her 
mother Audrianna Hammonds, both of Bluefield, work on a new creation.

Winter’s frigid grip 
forecasted to give 

way to highs near 60

BLUEFIELD — Winter 
tightened its grip last 
weekend with sin-
gle-digit cold, but its 
grip is slipping yet again 
this week with forecast-
ed temperatures reach-

ing as high as 60 by 
Thursday.

Temperatures record-
ed in Bluefield by the 
National Weather 
Service in Blacksburg, 
Va. dropped as low as 3 
degrees Monday morn-

By GREG JORDAN
Bluefield Daily Telegraph

Officials announce federal funding to 
help develop regional sewer systems

BRADSHAW — A 
$132,000 grant to help a 
McDowell County sewer 
system and a $250,000 
grant to aid the Region 1 
Planning & Development 
Council in mapping 30 
sewer systems were 
announced Monday by 
U.S. Rep. Evan Jenkins, 

R-W.Va.
McDowell County has 

received a $132,000 grant 
from the Appalachian 
Regional Commission to 
develop a comprehensive 
plan for the Bradshaw 
sanitary sewer system, 
Jenkins said Monday.

The town’s sewer sys-
tem has had no major 
upgrades since its instal-
lation, and the Bradshaw 

Comprehensive Sanitary 
Sewer Upgrade Plan will 
conduct a number of tests 
and inspections to identify 
areas for priority repairs 
and investments, accord-
ing to a press release 
issued by Jenkins.

“Investment in water 
infrastructure is crucial 
for West Virginia’s rural 

By GREG JORDAN
Bluefield Daily Telegraph

Design plans for Renaissance Village in McDowell moving forward

WELCH — Construction 
could begin this spring 
on a long-planned teach-
er’s village in McDowell 
County.

Design plans on the 
project are moving for-

ward, according to 
American Federation 
of Teachers President 
Randi Weingarten.

Weingarten said the 
Reconnecting McDowell 
executive committee is 
scheduled to meet on 
Jan. 11.

“(We’re meeting) 

with our developer and 
building contractor 
to make design deci-
sions,” Weingarten 
said. “That will allow us to 
prepare a final financing 
package that will hopeful-
ly lead to groundbreaking 
later this spring.”

Weingarten said the 

Renaissance Village will 
be the first multi-story 
building to be construct-
ed in McDowell County in 
50 years. 

“Its intent is to improve 
teacher recruitment and 
retention and spur eco-
nomic development in the 
county,” Weingarten said. 

“One of the biggest obsta-
cles to filling teacher 
vacancies is the dearth of 
decent, available housing. 
The apartment building 
is expected to have about 
30 units, a common area 
for residents, off-street 

By BLAKE STOWERS
Bluefield Daily Telegraph

Man charged in teen shooting could face 
more charges pending autopsy results
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Deaths

Nadine Beatrice "Bea" Mabry

PULASKI, Va. —
Nadine Beatrice "Bea"
Mabry, age 94 of Pulaski,
VA, formerly of Bishop,
VA died Sunday, January
8, 2017 at English
Meadows in
Christiansburg, VA.

Born August 6, 1922 in
Tazewell County, VA, she
was a daughter of the late
Robert L. and Lennie
Bowman Murray. In addi-
tion to her parents, she
was preceded in death by
her husband, John Alfred
Mabry; one son, John
Daniel Mabry, Sr.; one
granddaughter, Jamie
Mabry; one sister,
Virginia Meade; three
brothers, Donald,
Thomas, and Robert
Murray.

She is survived by her
daughter, Sharron Mabry
Taylor and husband,
Wallace of Pulaski, VA;
sister, Macie Murray
Bowman of Wytheville,
VA; seven grandchildren,

Scott Taylor and wife,
Karen of Arkansas, Shana
Taylor Swecker and hus-
band, Jeremy of Dublin,
VA, John D. Mabry, II,
Joseph A. Mabry and
wife, Becky, and Jackson
L. Mabry all of Tazewell,
VA, Julia N. Mabry of
Tennessee; eight great
grandchildren; many
nieces, nephews, and
friends.

The family will receive
friends from 1-2 PM
Wednesday, January 11,
2017 at Grandview
Memory Gardens
Mausoleum Chapel in
Bluefield, VA where ser-
vices will be conducted at
2 PM with the Reverend
Kenny Gillespie officiat-
ing.

Peery & St.Clair
Funeral Home of
Tazewell, VA is serving
the Mabry family.

Online condolences may
be sent to www.peerystcl
airfuneralhome.com

Argil Brown White

PETTRY — On January
8, 2017, Argil Brown
White passed away from
this earth to a glorious
place called
Heaven.

He was born
February 16,
1925 at Elgood,
WV.

Argil was the
son of the late
Joseph and
Virgie Ferguson
White. He was
preceded in
death by one sis-
ter Audessa Thompson
and four brothers: Arnold,
Arlo, Alpha and
Arberdeen.

His faithful and loving
wife left him for her heav-
enly mansion on July 5,
2016. They were married
for 67 years. He has
missed her more than
words can tell since her
passing.

He is survived by his
sisters, Aretha Croy,
Oakhurst, CA, Allilee
Davis, Newman, GA, and
Alma Conner, Athens,
WV; Two sisters-in-law,
Louise White, Catherine
"Polly" Doyle, and a host
of nieces and nephews.
Two of his great-nephews
were special brothers
Mark and Mike White.
They brought him treats
on Sunday and helped
with is personal needs.

Argil and Jean Ann
lived on the family farm
for over fifty years. They
raised Charolais cattle
and were diligent keepers
of the farm. Argil
received the honor of
being Soil Conservation
Farmer of the year in
1973. This is a coveted
honor among the area
farmers. Argil was an
employee of the Mercer
County Board of

Education Transportation
Dept. working in the
maintenance department
and drove a school bus

for many years.
Argil was a

member of the
Church of Christ
at Pettry attend-
ing regularly
until he became
disabled. He was
a World War II
veteran serving
his country in
the Navy on
board the air-

craft carrier Rudyard Bay
in the South Pacific.

Argil was known as a
very quiet fellow-he
would rather listen than
talk-one usually learns
more that way, right?

Funeral services will be
held Wednesday, January
11, 2017 at 11:00 A.M.
from the Burns Wornal
Chapel of the Memorial
Funeral Directory on the
Athens Road with Bruce
Barilla officiating. Burial
will follow in Roselawn
Memorial Gardens with
military graveside rites
provided by the Mercer
County Veterans Honor
Guard.

Friends may visit with
the family from 10:00 A.M.
until the service hour at
the funeral home.

Online condolences may
be shared with the family
via www.memorialfd.com.

Pallbearers will be
friends: Datise Reed,
Robert McManaway, Bill
White, Len Alvis, Kevin
Alvis, Jamie Marshall and
nephews Mark and Mike
White.

The White family is
being served by the
Memorial Funeral
Directory and Cremation
Center on the Athens
Road in Princeton.

Obituaries...
Continued from A-3

FERGUSON, Paul Maxwell, 56, of Gary, died Sunday, Jan.
8, 2017 at his residence at the McDowell Nursing and Rehab.
Arrangements are incomplete at the Memorial Funeral
Directory and Cremation Center on Athens Road in Princeton.

GIBERSON JR., Daniel Scott, 27, of Bluefield, died
Sunday, Jan. 8, 2017. Arrangements are incomplete at Mercer
Funeral Home & Crematory in Bluefield.

PATTISON, Gerald J., 78, of Rock, died Friday, Jan. 6,
2017 at Princeton Community Hospital. Arrangements by
Seaver Funeral Home in Princeton.

SMITH, A.G., 84, of Glenwood Park, died Sunday, Jan. 8,
2017 at Mercer Nursing and Rehab in Bluefield. Funeral
arrangements will be announced by Cravens-Shires Funeral
Home in Bluefield (Bluewell).

WILLIAMS, Lillie Louise, 89, of Bluefield, died Wednesday,
Jan. 4, 2017 at Heritage Hall in Tazewell, Va. Funeral arrange-
ments are incomplete at Seaver Funeral Home in Princeton.

WOOD, Lois, 70, of Yukon, died Sunday, Jan. 8, 2017 at
her home. Funeral arrangements are incomplete at Peery &
St.Clair Funeral Home in Tazewell, Va.

“Both of them are certi-
fied,” Howell stated. “That 
helps me a lot. I don’t have 
to send them to the (West 
Virginia State Police) acad-
emy. It’s a win for the police 
department and the city of 
Princeton.”

The McDowell County 
Commission and Sheriff 
Martin West have been 
working to find a way to 
prevent laying off six dep-
uties due to budget short-
falls. West said previously 
that he hoped his depart-
ment could retain some of 
the deputies.

During the council’s 
meeting, Sgt. Matt Combs 
and Sgt. Seth Gibson were 

sworn in. Both officers 
were promoted in light of 
the departure of former 
Sgt. Tommy Bailey, who 
became Mercer County’s 
new sheriff after the 
November 2016 general 
election. Howell said the 
two new hires brings the 
department’s total number 
of officers to 22.

“When I took over as 
chief, part of my goals was 
to bring us back up to 22 
(officers). With the help of 
the council, I was able to do 
that,” Howell stated.

In other business, the 
council had the first read-
ing of a new ordinance 
that would reduce the 
city’s business and occu-
pation taxes from .5 per-
cent to .35 percent. City 
Manager Kenneth Clay 

said the reduction is part 
of the state’s Home Rule 
program. A second reading 
must be conducted before 
the ordinance is enacted.

Patricia Smith, executive 
director of the Princeton 
Railroad Museum, told the 
council that 2,864 people 
visited the facility in 2016. 
An upcoming model train 
exhibit shown to visiting 
children during a party 
featuring the movie “The 
Polar Express” was a suc-
cess, she said.

“The model railroad 
is going to be a draw. We 
couldn’t get the kids away 
from the railroad to watch 
the movie,” Smith stated. 
“We know it’s really going 
to be a draw for the kids.”

Lori McKinney of the 
Princeton Renaissance 

Project reported that the 
organization has been 
receiving applications for 
four grants designed to 
help new businesses estab-
lish themselves on Mercer 
Street. The deadline to sub-
mit applications is Feb. 1. 
People interested in apply-
ing can go on the inter-
net to princetonrenaissan-
ceproject.org/grant, she 
said.

“I know a lot (applica-
tions) are in motion, but I 
know how deadlines are,” 
she said.

In additional business, 
Fire Chief Chad Bailey 
announced that firefight-
er Charlie Croy has been 
named the department’s 
Fire Fighter of the Year.

— Contact Greg Jordan 
at gjordan@bdtonline.com

Deputies...
Continued from A-1

parking and a street-lev-
el retail shop, such as a 
coffee café. There will be 
about 30 units. We will 
give, obviously, first prior-
ity to teachers, but other 
folks are welcome to sub-
mit rental applications.”

Weingarten said there is 
a lot of anticipation about 
the project in McDowell 
County.

“We always want things 
to proceed faster than they 
do, but it’s very import-
ant to get all the pieces 
in place before we break 
ground,” Weingarten said. 
“There is so much antic-
ipation in the county for 
this project, but we want 
to do it right.”

Weingarten said officials 
are still looking at cost 
estimates for the project.

“The Reconnecting 
McDowell executive 
committee will be look-
ing at the cost estimates 

this week to determine if 
it is possible to cut some 
costs, but we expect the 
project to end up in the 
range of $7.5 million to $8 

million,” Weingarten said.  
Weingarten said offi-

cials have been told that 
it will take about seven 
to nine months from the 

groundbreaking to com-
plete the project.

— Contact Blake 
Stowers at bstowers@

bdtonline.com

Village...
Continued from A-1

ing, but they soon started 
rise and reached the lower 
30s after 1 p.m. Even higher 
temperatures are expected 
today. A change in weather 
patterns brought about the 
warmer conditions, meteo-
rologist Will Perry said.

“We’ve got the cold air, 
high pressure moving off to 
the east,” he said. Instead 
of getting colder air from 
the northwest, the region is 
now receiving the warmer 
southwest air.

A high temperature of 41 
or warmer was forecast-
ed for today with a low of 
36 with rain tonight. After 
consulting forecast models, 

Perry said it looks like the 
Mercer County area could 
see weather with tempera-
tures at or above normal 
until the middle of next 
week.

Forecasters did not 
expect the new weather 
pattern to break any high 
temperature records. For 
early January, tempera-
tures normally reach a 

high of 42 and lows in the 
mid 20s, Perry said. This 
week, temperatures could 
be 10 to 20 degrees higher 
than usual.

The forecasted high for 
Thursday was 60 degrees 
and a low of 47, followed 
Friday by a high of 56 and a 
low around 40.

— Contact Greg Jordan 
at gjordan@bdtonline.com

Frigid...
Continued from A-1

communities,” Jenkins 
said. “We need to plan 
ahead to make sure our 
sewer systems can ade-
quately and reliably serve 
our homes, businesses, 
schools and hospitals. This 
project will allow McDowell 
County and Bradshaw to 
identify potential issues 
early and make needed 
repairs. I am proud to sup-
port this project, and I will 

continue to work to invest 
in West Virginia’s infra-
structure and our state’s 
future.”

The Bradshaw sanitary 
sewer system serves a 
number of key commu-
nity facilities, including 
Bradshaw Elementary 
School, River View High 
School and Tug River 
Health Center.

Jenkins later announced 
that the Region 1 Planning 
& Development Council 
has received a $250,000 
grant from the Appalachian 

Regional Commission to 
map regional sewer sys-
tems.

The grant will be used 
to map 30 sewer systems 
in 11 counties, recording 
important features such 
as manholes, intakes and 
lines. These maps will 
give communities and 
operators important infor-
mation for maintenance 
and expansion, as well as 
helping local governments 
plan future improvement 
projects, Jenkins said in a 
press release.

“Investment in water 
infrastructure is crucial 
for West Virginia’s rural 
communities. This project 
will allow our communi-
ties to better understand 
their sewer systems and 
be able to respond quickly 
to a break or emergency. I 
am proud to support this 
project, and I will continue 
to work to invest in West 
Virginia’s infrastructure 
and our state’s future,” 
Jenkins stated.

— Contact Greg Jordan 
at gjordan@bdtonline.com

Funding...
Continued from A-1

then proceeded to unload a 
revolver and put one round 
back in and spun the cyl-
inder. He put the gun to 
his own head and pulled 
the trigger, Dennis said in 
the release. When the gun 
failed to go off, he then 
spun the cylinder again and 
put the gun to the back of 
Buchanan’s head and pulled 

the trigger. 
The gun fired, causing 

severe injury which caused 
the current charges to be 
placed. Ultimately, the inju-
ry sustained from the gun-
shot caused Buchanan’s 
death a day later.

Buchanan died Jan. 6 
at Roanoke Memorial 
Hospital. He was a student 
at Graham High School.

“An autopsy was per-
formed on Monday, Jan. 9, 
2017 and my office is current-

ly awaiting the results from 
the Medical Examiner’s 
Office,” Dennis said. “Once 
those are received, I antic-
ipate additional charges to 
be placed and more infor-
mation will be released by 
this office as available.”

When asked whether a 
charge of first-degree mur-
der would be sought, Dennis 
replied, “At this point we are 
waiting for the autopsy, and 
then we will make a decision 
on any additional charges.”

Aggravated malicious 
wounding carries a possible 
penalty of 20 years to life in 
prison. Use of a firearm in 
the commission of a felony 
comes with a determinate 
term of no less than three 
years. Powers could face 
life in prison plus 3 years, 
Dennis said earlier.

The case is being investi-
gated by the Bluefield, Va. 
Police Department.

— Contact Greg Jordan 
at gjordan@bdtonline.com

Shooting...
Continued from A-1

U.S. Navy ship fired warning shots at Iranian boats
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

U.S. Navy destroyer fired 
multiple warning shots 
at Iranian patrol boats 
as they sped toward the 
destroyer at the entrance 
to the Persian Gulf, two 
U.S. defense officials said.

The crew of the USS 
Mahan fired the warning 
shots after attempting to 
establish contact with the 
Iranians and after drop-
ping smoke flares, the 
officials said. 

The official was not 
authorized to discuss 
the matter publicly as so 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity.

The U.S. Navy occasion-
ally has confrontations 

with Iranian naval forces 
in the Persian Gulf but 
they do not usually reach 
the point of prompting 
warning shots by the U.S.

The U.S. officials said 
the Mahan was transiting 
the Strait of Hormuz on 
Sunday when the Iranian 
boats sped toward it and 
failed to halt despite U.S. 
cautionary moves. 

There were conflicting 
initial reports on wheth-
er the Americans and 

Iranians had established 
radio communication 
before the warning shots 
were fired.

One official said the 
main concern aboard the 
Mahan was the speed 
with which the Iranian 
boats were approaching, 
rather than their proxim-
ity. 

This official said the 
boats were an estimated 
900 yards away when the 
warning shots were fired.

The Iranian boats broke 
away after the warning 
shots were fired, and then 
made radio contact with 
the Mahan by asking its 
course and speed.

Further details were not 
immediately available.

U.S. relations with Iran 
are among the tougher 
foreign policy issues that 
President-elect Donald 
Trump will inherit next 
week when he succeeds 
President Barack Obama.

o o o
The U.S. Navy occasionally has confrontations with Iranian naval 

forces in the Persian Gulf but they do not usually reach the point of 
prompting warning shots by the U.S.
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Early Advertising Deadlines

Publication Date Deadline
Friday, January 13th  Wed., January 11th 12:00 pm

Saturday, January 14th Wed., January 11th 12:00 pm

Sunday, January 15th  Thurs., January 12th 9:00 pm

Monday, January 16th  Thurs., January 12th 12:00 pm

Tuesday, January 17th  Fri., January 13th, 10:00 am

Our offices will be closed Monday, January 16, 2017 for Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Tuesday, January 10, 2017  A-5
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